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Boforc  you  start  buying  materials  for  your  spring  and  summer  wardrobes, 
you  nay  be  interested  in  a  letter  that  has  just  come  from  our  Washington  corres- 
pondent.   It's  about  the  new  crease-resistant  finishes  for  fabrics.     The  informa- 
tion in  this  letter  may  save  you  from  making  the  mistake  that  I_  made  last  year. 
I  was  ter.oted  to  buy  and  make  up  some  heavenly  blue  linen.    But  alas'.     It  was  not 
resistant  to  wrinkles.     I  had  to  press  that  dress  every  time  I  put  it  on,  -  and 
hardly  dared  to  sit  down  while  I  was  wearing  it1. 

Our  Washington  reporter  has  been  to  see  Margaret  *urry  of  the  Bureau  of 
Home  Economics.     I'  11  read  what  she  says: 

"Margaret  Furry  has  been  making  tests  of  some  of  those  crease-resistant 
fabrics  that  have  recently  appeared  in  the  stores.     There' s  a  new  chemical  process, 
you  know,  that's  now  being  applied  to  linens,  rayons,  and  cottons,  to  make  them 
resistant  to  wrinkles.    Mont  of  the  fabrics  tested  look  somewhat  like  linen  and 
are  intended  for  summer  dresses.    The  treatment  doesn' t  alter  the  appearance 
or  color  of  the  fabrics,  but  it  makes  them  more  wiry  and  more  elastic. 

Women  want  to  know  whether  dresses  made  from  such  materials  will  keep 
their  crease-resistance  after  washing.     So  the  textile  chemists  of  the  Bureau 
of  Home  Economics  started  a  study  to  find  out  whether  the  wrinkle-resistant 
quality  was  permanent. 

"The  answer  is  that  the  method  of  laundering  largely  determines  how  much 
and  for  how  long  fabrics  will  remain  crease-resistant.     This  is  particularly  true 
of  rayons  and  linens.    But  before  I  tell  you  just  how  to  launder  wrinkle-resistant 
materials  at  home,  I'll  tell  you  about  the  tests. 

"Kiss  Furry  and  her  assistants  purchased  20  samples  of  fabrics  in  a 
local  department  store.     Some  wore  pure  linen,  some  were  cotton,  and  some  were 
ray_on.    All  had  been  given  the  special  crease- resistant  finish.     Some  of  the 
fabrics  were  in  plain  colors  and  some  were  gay  flower  prints.    And  right  here 
I  d  like  to  say  that  the  colors  of  most  of  the  samples  held  up  wonderfully 
throughout  the  tests.    When  I  saw  swatches  of  the  material  before  and  after 
washing  the  color  had  faded  very  little.     In  some  cases  it  hadn't  faded  at  all. 

1  That  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  manufacturers  use  v^ry  good  dyes  on 
fabrics  they  process  for  wrinklc-rosi stance.    The  extra  good  dyes,  and  the  chemical 
treatment  combine  to  make  these  crease-resistant  fabrics  cost  a  little  more  than 
untreated  materials,  but  they  are  doubtless  worth  the  difference. 
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"Samples  of  all  the  fabrics  were  given  laundering  tests  in  a  washing  machine. 
The  laundering  method  was  much  more  severe  than  you  would  use  at  home  for  pretty- 
print  summer  dresses.    First,  the  fabrics  were  washed  for  half  an  hour  in  hot 
soapy  water  with  sal  soda  added  -  washing  soda.     Then  they  were  rinsed  in  3  changes 
of  water,  and  rolled  separately  in  towels.    After  about  half  an  hour  they  were 
pressed  dry.    This  process  was  repeated  on  each  fabric  for  a  total  of  5  washings 
and  5  ironings. 

"Then  another  set  of  samples  was  laundered  in  a  milder  way,  much  as  you 
would  handle  silk  or  wool  garments.    They  were  washed  by  hand ,  in  lukewarm  water 
with  neutral  soap.    And  this  by  the  way,  is  the  right  method  to  use.     It  preserves 
the  crease-resistant  properties  of  the  fabrics  much  better  than  hard  washing. 

"All  the  fabrics  were  tested,  before  and  after  laundering,  with  an  instru- 
nent  called  a  flexomcter  (pronounced  flox  om  eter)  .     This  flexorneter  measures 
how  resilient  the  fabric  is,  that  is  its  resistance  to  creasing  or  crushing,  also 
its  ability  to  straighten  oxxt  again. 

"Before  laundering,  the  rayons  had  the  most  resilience,  the  linens  about 
as  much,  the  cottons  least.  Usually  there  was  better  resilience  in  the  filling 
than  in  the  warp  direction  of  the  threads. 

"All  the  fabrics  lost  resilience  vhon  they  were  laundered.    But  the  loss 
was  much  greater  when  they  wore  laundered  the  severe  way.    On  severe  laundering 
one  rayon  fabric  lost  as  much  as  30  percent  of  its  resistence  in  the  warp,  and 
17  percent  in  the  filling.    With  mild  laundering  the  losses  were  4  percent  and  2 
percent  respectively. 

"Laundering  affected  the  resilience  of  linens  more  than  that  of  cottons 
and  rayons.    Also  the  linens  seemed  to  increase  in  strength,  but  the  cottons  and 
rayons  lost  strength.     Shrinkage  for  the  cotton  and  linen  fabrics  was  under  2 
percent,  but  the  rayon  fabrics  shrank  as  much  as  6  percent  in  the  warp  direction. 

"And  here1  s  an  interesting  thing  about  these  specially  finished  crcasc- 
rcsistant  fabrics:     The  cottons  and  rayons  become  very  resistant  to  yarn  slippage 
at  the  seams.    You've  surely  had  dresses  where  the  seams  looked  almost  hemstitched 
after  a  few  wearings  and  finally  pulled  out  altogether.     The  linens  were  not 
q^ite  as  resistant  to  yarn  slippage  as  the  cottons  and  rayons,  but  laundering  the 
linens  made  them  more  resistant. 

How  I  like  to  give  you  Miss  Furry' s  exact  directions  for  laundering  wrinklo- 
PMwtant  fabrics  properly.    Use  lukewarm  water  and  neutral  soap.     Squeeze  and 
MX  the  fabric  in  the  suds  without  rubbing.    Rinse  well  in  lukc-warn ,  then  in 
£22i  water.    I-ang  in  the  shade  to  dry.    You  can  iron  rayon  crease-resistant 
aorics  dry  -ith  a  medium  hot  iron  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  material.    Linen  fabrics 
ould  oc  slightly  darroencd.    For  cottons  the  method  of  laundering  is  not  so 
"port ant. 

••ell,  that' s  the  end  of  our  Washington  letter  for  today.     I'm  certainly 
?ircd  to  have  at  least  one  crease-resistant,  floworod  print  dress  this  season, 
FCl&ly  if  it  v;on' t  shrink  over  2  percent  nor  full  out  at  the  searasl 
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